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 There are an estimated 9.9 million 

immigrants in California

 One in four Californians (25%) is an 

immigrant

Nearly half of all California children 

have an immigrant parent (48%)

Immigrants in California



California Immigrant Policy Center, California Contribution Report 

 Immigrants comprise more than one-third of the CA 

labor force (34%)

 Immigrant households make up 27% of total 

household income in CA, a substantial share of 

spending power

 CA immigrants have a combined federal tax 

contribution of more than $30 billion annually

 In CA, the average immigrant-headed  household 

contributes $500 more annually to Social Security than 

the average U.S.-born-headed household  

Immigrant Contributions
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Immigration Status

 Roughly 2/3 immigrants are naturalized citizens or permanent 

residents and 1/3 have no legal status.

Pew Hispanic Center



 Nearly one in four San Diegans 

(23%) is an immigrant.

 These immigrants come from all 

over the world, mostly from Latin 

America and Asia. 

 An increasing number come from 

the Middle East and East Africa.

Immigrants in San Diego

2000 Census



 San Diego is a refugee 

resettlement county and home 

to a significant population of 

refugees from all over the world.

 There are an estimated 20,000 

Somali refugees, 30,000 Iraqi 

refugees currently in San Diego. 

 An estimated 11,000 refugees 

in San Diego are torture 

survivors and many more are 

victims of persecution.

Refugees in San Diego



 San Diego is home to the world’s busiest 

land border crossing (San Ysidro Port).

 More than 17 million vehicles and         50 

million people cross through the San 

Ysidro Port of Entry every year. 

Border Crossings in San Diego



 Congressional stripping of rights near border

 Human and civil rights abuses in the 

apprehension and detention of immigrants

 Lack of accountability and oversight of DHS, 

Border Patrol, ICE, police, and private 

detention centers  

 Limited local capacity to address challenges

Challenges 



Rights stripped in the border region

 Fourth Amendment-Free Zone
 Congress has given DHS the power to set up 

checkpoints and stop anyone anywhere within 100 
miles of the border without establishing 
reasonable suspicion.

 Limited Due Process
 Congress has given DHS the power to deport 

immigrants at/near border without due process 
(day in court).

 Border Wall Exempt from Laws
 Congress has given DHS the power to waive all 

federal, state, and local environmental and other 
laws to “secure” the border.  



 ICE/Border Patrol abuse increasing 
 Physical and verbal abuse

 Sexual assault and rape

 Denial of food, water, basic necessities 

 Denial of access to medical care

 Separation of babies and children from parents

 Warrantless searches

 Denial of consular access

 Denial of phone access

 Private Detention Center abuse ongoing
 CCA, the largest private owner of detention facilities in the country, is contracted to house 

detainees in San Diego

 Long record of inhumane treatment of detainees: ACLU recently sued for overcrowding and 
denial of access to medical care

 In a 2006 report, the Office of Inspector General issued a report of abuses at detention 
facilities and 3 of the top 4 most egregious abuses occurred at CCA San Diego

Abuse of Immigrants



 DHS has unprecedented authority and acts with no 

meaningful internal or external oversight. 

Allegations of abuse go unanswered and there is 

little recourse. 

 Police working formally and informally with DHS are 

not sufficiently trained to protect the rights of 

immigrants and there is limited accountability for  

errant immigration enforcement practices. 

 Private detention centers are an arms length from 

the law and not subject to the same standards of 

detention as government operated facilities.

Lack of Accountability & Oversight



 Local collaboration 

 Cross-border     

collaboration

 Border-wide      

collaboration

Opportunities



San Diego Immigrant Rights Consortium

 More than 30 organizations 
collaborating to educate immigrants 
about their rights, educate the public 
about immigrants, counter anti-
immigrant activity, and support 
comprehensive immigration reform.

 Countywide Hotline in English,  
Spanish and Arabic                                
1-800-495-7811         



San Diego Immigrant Rights Consortium

 Informational website in 

English and Spanish.

 Commissioned a poll of 

county voters to get 

baseline perceptions of 

immigrants and 

immigration reform.

 Currently conducting focus 

groups to identify message 

to elicit sympathy and 

support for immigrants in 

the county.
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For More Information Visit…

www.immigrantsandiego.org


